IT GOES T0 12

MOON by Simaudio’s
Evolution 780D

By Jet! Dorgay

th S0 much exchiamant surounding
analog these days, It's easy 10 laget
abour algtal, but a5 cod as ¢ s 1o play
records, tha tremendous prograss mado Is
ovan more amazing for his reviewer. Digeal
used to be downnght unisienable, wih
a@ven the really good stult stll not hoiding a
candie to analog. Yet a fow seconds inlo the
high res download of Van Halen's "You're No Good,” as
ot infamous cymbal hit fades Into i's flanged glory, A of
e and grandeur, you instantly know this Is tha good sturft.
And 2t $15000 k damn wel betier be.

Moving 1o mare acousiic fakre, /eal music ¥ you wil,
just widens the smila. And just ke my reference dCS and
Gryphon DACs, what makes e MOON 7800 part of the
digital clite, Is that 1 does a phanomenal job with 16M44.1
oz, and god forbid, MP3 fles as well No matter how
big your high resciution music colection &, chances are
good hat f you'ra a major musc lover, you have a ton of
standard resclution fles.

Va can argue foraver about 1644.1 vs 24192 or DSD
flos, or batter yet, dgital vs. analog (yawnl but ¥ you
have a big server full of 16447 tles §'ve got abowt 12000
COs npped on my sener) or axplone new music on Tidal,
you want outstanding recbock performance. Tha MOON
Evolution 7800 delrvars the goods and ks on par with the
world's best players.
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Ray Lamontagne's voice on his
ltest, Curobaros, steamed via Tidal
5 ramendous, as 5 some other fa-
varfia male and fermale vocalists. The
hardoore vinyl enthusiast with perfect
prassings might grumbie a bit, boe
thesa are mighty thin hars you'ra
spiting here. This ks a darmn fne
dighal experionce, no s a damn fne
musical axperience.

Precisely why you write the
big check

In 2016 you can buy a much bet-
tor DAC for a thousand bucks than
many of us ever dreamaed of ten
years ago, oven fiva yoars ago. St
you don't get sonic gualty, and In
the case of the TB0O, a fack of sound
withour lying out some cash. Just
as ¢ is with analog, you can have
fun and enjoy music for poanuts,
relatvoly spaaking, but an mmarsihve

epariance a this loval stil requires 2
Sarous Investment.

The good news Is you won't
spend any time didaling around with
precise setup as you might wih a
$15k turmtablle. Though the 7800
provides prstine sound, o minuse
YOU CONNEGC! YOuUr SOLICe, You can
cusiombza functions and rename the
Inputs on the massive LED display, a
real bonus £ you do take advantage
of hose ning Npuns &t your disposal.

As mentioned, the 7E0O repro-
coes musio wih such Anesse, i's
hard o belove it's digital and with
high reschsion digital Sles or rips
from my tavodia LPs, e gap b -
tually nonesistent. Like the rest of
the Evolution series, the 7800 has
@pansive dynamic range, of as
some ke 0 call & = jump factor.
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Whether you are istening to Frinca
scraam, Mies Davis blast hes hom
or Keth Moon pound on his drum
Mt, e 7800 delvers a viscoral
axpenence that goes a long way
10 convince your bran that you ara
istening to e real hing.

MOON by Simaudio compoe
nants have always camiad a highly
accuraia, yet onally natural valoe
= nather embelishing, nor over
emphaszing he overall sonic e
penanca. Again, the 7TEOD & true
1o form with a wonderiul micdrange
that Is never harsh or stridant, bue
naver truncates loading or tral-
ng edgas of muscal notes in the
name of warmth. Yet, a®ar counts
ess all day Istening sessions, |
can sty that the 7800 does
not fatigue due to an overly resos
Lte presentation either. This is a
SOUrce companant that you can
eadly buld around because & has
No S0NKo signature of ks own.

Speaking of experience
Canada's Smaudio has beon
making great gear for nearty 40
yoars now, and ¢ you cick hare,
You can read abour my visk o
thar staxte of the art Monreal fas
ciity, which includes ona of the
fnaest ksening rooms n tha audio
ndustry. And while avery aspect
of ther plant was very cool one of
the things | lked the most about
my visk was that there was only
one repair guy and he didn have
many components stacked up
on the repar bench awalting his
sikilod hands. That's why 's ak
Ways oasy suggesting ther gaar,
naw or used as a groat value.
Lontinued)




Extensia kstening sessions wih
the pravious 6500 and 7800 DACs
had not prepared me for the guantum
eap hat the TEOO provides. With an
MSAP of $3,000 mare than tha 7500,

somathing s ganed and something s
fost; mainly the ablity 1o play COs. For
most, this will nat be an kssua. As wih
al marketing decsions, the davalops
maent team in Montreal probably spant
some time agoniing whather 10 plaase
the smaller ranks of physicd meda
foting audiophiles, or go for broka with
a no holds bared DAC instoad.

Though | stil enfoy spinning a CO
now and then, | applaud the direcion
they %ok, and In addition % eiminating
the CO transport, they iIncorporated
ther coclo MIND streamer onboard,

Notce that intie wiraless amenna?
Honestly, this is what gves the
TBOD the power and separates it
from the pacik. Whie soma in the
world of audiophila might acouse
me of herasy 1o sugges! i, the 7800
sounds 50 damn good, that uniess
you'va got 30 = 50k analog rig and
shahas Al of frst stamper Brtish
this and that, ‘orgettabouth. Just
buy a TBOD and play your favarbe
dighal fles, whether via the bult in
Tidal capabdty on tha MIND app,
YOur sena, of your computer = |
suggest a combination of @ ROON
sarver with Tidal and a ranspont,
Just for when you ‘el Bke pinying a
plle of discs, or heaven forbid you
have 2 network Issue.

Family resemblance

At 35 pounds, this DAC & solld,
and t's not just because of the
haavy duty casework, tham's a
power supply under the op panel
that's bigger than at in a lot of
moderaie sized power amplfiers.
Thanks %0 multiple advances n
power delhvery, Serng and rogus
fation, the analog cutput sigral &
quiet, quiet, quiet; but that's not
the whola story. The 7B00s ad.
vanced MHP JMOON Hybrid Pows
o supply kneps out he harshness
and glare that creeps through in
lsser plagars. This approach can
rlas over from the rest of tha Evolus

thon seres of componants. k goes
without saying that ¥ you have an

Al MOON system, the synergy hera
wil ba perfect. Say that ten tmes
s fast as you can. Last, but not
oast, & has an outstanding remote
controt; inhuitha, functional, and
bult with a level of mechanical
ntegrty N keeping with 2 compo-
nart of this price.

While compatibiity In a rack 4l
of MOON components ks a ghven,
the 7800 mates equally weall with
anything else. s 2 volt output from
dther the RCA or XLR connectors
should drive any inestage to ol
outper. The TBC0 features a fully
balanced diterental analog output
stage afferng optimum pearfors
manca into a Ay balanced Sys.
fam, yet we xpanenced no lack

of guality driving Robert Koda and
Caorvad Jobnson peeampifiens in
single ended mode. Bcth bakinced
and unbalanced outputs wil dve
a 20 foot pak of interconnects with
ease and no degradation of sound
Qualty.

As part of MOON by Simaue
dio's Evolstion senes, tha 7800
shares the same alegant chassis
work that graces tha rest of thelr
matching componaents. Thanks
o having thar own Seaxds mill in
house, Simaudio can offer robust
casework hat 5 not only aesthatls
caly pleasing, but acoustically in-
ert without 1t driving retall prices
through the celing.
frantrued)
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you'a ke it %0 do. Along with
the plethora of Inpues comes
ogual capability to decode any

REVIEW

Kiss sutfering with Amarma and other
third party playback opsons in he quest
ot higher periormance goodbye. i al
happens on board with the 7800 and

I'm 2l for anything hat makes Istaning
1o musio simpler.

Those neading mare in-depth sechni-
cal analyds can visit the MOON by Si-
maudio webslie hare. They answer overy
Attle bit that the audence requires. Bet-
for yor, ust go isten %0 the damn thing.

Parting comments

We've had the pleasure 0 isten 0 the
MOON 7300 for some Sme now and
compare It with numercus other prods
ucts. There ks no question that this Is a
world dass DAC with no compromises
made in any aspect of its design. it plays
anyhing you can throw at it and with
s ocnboard streamanfrenderar, offars
tremendous faxibiity. As it had been
retumed some time ago, the only aspect
of the TEOOs parformanca that | can't
address s the addtion of an MOON
8205 axvernal power supply. If It oifers
the same kevel of perfomance that & ald
1o bath the MOON 7500 DAC and the
MOON 810LP phonosiage, It should be
subsaral

| could wax poetic about technobabe
ble, and the engineering department
has an arsenal of acronyms 10 describe
ther prowess in analog, digital and
power supply designs, but the bottom
ine 5 that this Is one hal of an nstrus-
maent to listen to music with. Like a very
short list of DACs that yuly get out of the
bisroam and Immernse you in Ha musis
cal exparaenca, MOON by Smaudo's
MOON 7800 ks one of tha best. & all
take you burt fva minutes In your dealler’s
char %0 convinoa you of s escelence.
Lonirued)




Aucible performance is certanly 2 big part of a
high performance audo component, but an oftan
overdooked aspect of esoteric audio components Is
corsistency, rdiabity and long term valua. | have
owned a number of Simaudio products as refers
ence components over the years, as have oher
TONE satiers, and we have nevar experienced an
equipmant adure. Should you need senvce at some
port, thar products carry a ten yoar warranty and
with an extershe workl wide dealer network, help Is
close by In most major cithes.

A quick ook at the smal number of MOON by
Simaudio components for sale on he secondary
market, and the high price thelr components come
mand also reinforces the lang term valuae of thor
gear. This &= not 10 be taken Ightly whan you're
spending his and of monay.

You might call ma wacky 10 award a $15,000
anything an Exceptional Vialua Award, but consikds
enng how marny $40,000 DACs we've haard that
don't approach the performanca of the MOON
7800, 's pustited. Simaudio can ofter a DAC this
good for $15k bocause of har extonshe in=house
manuiaciuing and enginearing capablifies. ¥ thay
had 1o job cut metalwork and subassembles, this
DAC would exslly cost twice as much and It would
stil be a kiler 2t $30,000. That's what makes ¢ a
mjor bargain at £15,000. Flame st on. @

The Simaudio MOON Evolution 780D
MSRP: $15,000

MANUFACTURER
Simaudio Lid

CONTACT
wWww.simaudio.com

PERIPHERALS

Preamgplifiers

Raobert Koda K»10, Pass Labs Xs Pre,
Audo Resaarch GSFre

Power Ampilifiers

Pass X300 monos, Aucko Research
GS150, Nagra 200

Speakers

Gamul RSE, Dynaudio Evdance
Platinum, Quad 2812

Cable Nordost Frey and Halmhall
Power kolek Super Ttan




